
For Grade 8 Students, Parents & Guardians

Focusing our Direction 
for Intentional Transition Planning 
to Secondary School



Families are Vital Partners in Education 

“75% of teens say their parents/guardians
influence the decisions they make”

~Teens Can Be Resilient in High School, 2016





Equitable Outcomes for All

“...every student has the opportunity to succeed, regardless of ancestry, culture, ethnicity, 
gender, gender identity, language, physical and intellectual ability, race, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation, socio-economic status or other factors.”  
~Achieving Excellence, 2014

“The public education system has a central responsibility to level the playing field for 
students who face marginalization and disadvantage.” 
~Still Streaming, Pg. 4 

“...families need access to information and support in a systemized and reliable manner."
~Still Streamed, Pg 32



DDSB Commitment 

● Ensuring all Grade 8 students transitioning to Grade 9 will make thoughtful 
course selection choices reflective of their commitment to their own potential 
and success in high school and beyond. 

● Ensuring all Grade 8 students have the opportunity to learn about their 
strengths and interests while investigating various viable pathways options 
for their initial post-secondary destination such as: Apprenticeship, College, 
Community Living, University, and the World of Work.



De-Streaming 
● De-streaming is the process of stopping the harmful practices of forcing students and families to 

select a single pathway for their secondary education.  By De-streaming grade 9, students and 
families have an additional year of high school to decide on a particular pathway and keep 
course options open.
 

● In September 2021 all school boards offered De-streamed math (MTH1W).

● In September 2022, all school boards will be offering De-streamed science (SNC1W).
 

● In September 2022,  the grade 9 applied courses codes for English, Geography, and French will 
be retired.

Streaming upholds systems of oppression, hurting marginalized 
students the most. Black and Indigenous students, low-income students, 
students with special needs, and learning English as a second language 

are disproportionately placed into non-academic streams.  — CASE



Ministry Goals for De-Streaming
The Ministry has three main goals for De-streaming, which have been informed by a review 
of research on successful De-streaming initiatives over the last thirty years. 

1. Cultural shifts in schools and boards to identify and dismantle systemic discrimination 
and structural inequities

2. Increased educator capacity for effective culturally responsive instruction, assessment 
and evaluation in de-streamed classes

3. Increased student engagement, achievement and well-being

59% of students who took the Grade 9 Applied mathematics 
course transitioned into post- secondary education within 7 years, 

compared to 88% of students who took the Academic course.





Students’ needs can be met through 

a variety of programs, placements, 

and class types within the DDSB. We strive 

to help every student meet their full potential, while 

fostering the highest level of independence possible 

for each student. 

We work with students, families and board staff to 

support the placement that best 

meets the students’ needs, whether 

that is in a regular classroom, 

or for some students, 

in a special education class. 







• Inclusive Academic English: ENG1D1

• Inclusive Academic Geography: CGC1D1

• Inclusive Academic French: FSF1D1

See * for French Immersion information.



 “Open courses, which comprise a set 
of expectations that are appropriate 

for all students, are designed to 
broaden students’ knowledge and 
skills in subjects that reflect their 

interest and prepare them for active 
and rewarding participation in society. 

They are not designed with the 
specific requirements of university, 
college, or the workplace in mind.” 

(Ontario Schools, Policy and Program 
Requirements, 2016) 



INCLUSIVE 
MINISTRY

DE-STREAMED
 “With the introduction of this curriculum, 
all high school students will take the same 

Math [and Science] course in Grade 9 
which will allow for the same eventual 
opportunities for all and an improved 
ability to pursue the pathway of their 

choice after their K-12 education.” 
(Ontario Ministry of Education, 2021) MTH1W

SNC1W



Activating The Next Steps 



Family Activation of…  

❏ Complete Individual Pathways Plan (IPP) through myBlueprint alongside 
Gr 8 teacher and Pathway Counsellor

❏ Read the “Choosing My Success” Student Transition Guide with your child
❏ Discuss the “Career Life Planning Process” found in the Transition Guide
❏ Review the Pre-Populated Course Planning Tool 
❏ Discuss the Reflection Questions on the Pre-Populated Course Planning 

Tool with your child
❏ Select Courses through Course Planner in myBlueprint



Overview for 
All Grade 8 Students 

and Their Families



Revised 
Transitions Document 

for All Grade 8 Students



Choosing My Success
Planning Tool for 

All Grade 8 Students



Career-Life
Planning Process





“Education directly influences 
students’ life chances and outcomes.”

~Ontario Ministry of Education



OSSD Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma

What do you need to earn an OSSD






















